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Points of Interest 

Sponsorship Opportunity 
Available–the next quarterly 
breakfast will be held on 
Wednesday, January 27, 2010 
at Running Rooster. Our 
guest speaker will be Enrique 
Arreola, Deputy Director of 
Community Services & 
Workforce Development, and 
he will talk about a variety of 
programs promoting and 
fostering employment oppor-
tunities. Sponsorship for this 
breakfast is still available–if 
your business or organization 
would like an opportunity to 
speak before a captive audi-
ence, please call the HDA 
office for more details. 

The San Benito County 
Chamber, Hollister Police 
Department, and HDA have 
formed a partnership to pro-
mote WE PRINT (We Par-
ticipate to Reduce Identity 
and Name Theft). Businesses 
are encouraged to display 
signage available from the 
HDA at their cash register to 
combat the use of counterfeit 
checks this holiday season.  

Event Sponsors 

 
 
 

Earthbound Farm 
Gavilan Joint  

Community College District 
Greenwood Chevrolet–

Pontiac–Buick–GMC 

People Power Fuels Celebration 
There is no way the Hollister Downtown Association could 
pull off an event like Lights On Celebration without the support 
of sponsors and the power of volunteers–a total of 108 people 
moved quietly in the dark, while an estimated crowd of 8000 
enjoyed the sights along San Benito Street last Saturday. 

Barricade officials, parade monitors, escorts, and traffic direc-
tors organized parade units along Monterey Street and started 
the parade moving forward without any glitches, while light 
switchers waited for their cue–standing ready at power boxes 
located in alleys throughout downtown. All designed to pro-
vide Jamie the Elf center stage to officially start the parade in 
front of Veterans’ Memorial Building with a wave of her 
magic lantern. 

The HDA would like to say thank you to everyone who 
helped make this event a success. The Committee is already 
looking forward to our 20th anniversary next year!  

Total 
Volunteer 

Hours 
for 

Lights On 

535 
Just a few of the volunteers that made this event possible: Clockwise, Natalie Peer 
(Jamie the Elf), Oriana Chorale, Kendall White (max the Bunny), Ingrid Leitenberger 
and Geri Johnson (Parade Marshals), Four on the Floor Barber Shop Quartet, First 
Presbyterian Church Bell Ringers, Kathy Bisbee (Parade Announcer), Rebecca Rice, 
Joe Rice, and Verona Flint (Santa’s Helpers), Richard Steele (Barricade King), Tim & 
Nants Foley (Parade Announcers), Frank Van Rooy and Dan Wright (Just Trouble) 
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Board of Directors 

Liz Smith 
President 

K&S Properties & Realty 

Barbara Scott 
Vice President 

Downtown Hollister Resident 

Chris Di Salvo 
Treasurer 

Bianchi, Kasavan & Pope 

Yvonne Caporgno 
Secretary & Past President 

Gordon Machado 
Rustic Turtle Embroidery Works 

Jerry Muenzer 
Muenzer’s Cyclery & Sports Center 

Marla Pleyte 
Attorney at Law 

Jeff Pyle 
City of Hollister,  

Economic Development  
Division 

Peggy Thorning 
Attorney at Law 

César E. Flores 
SBC Chamber of Commerce 

Deborah Wood 
Drapoel–Teezerz 

Committee Action 

 The Organization Committee 
reviewed the HDA’s Statement of 
Financial Position that was pre-
pared by Treasurer, Chris DiSalvo. 
This new report was made possi-
ble by a mini grant from the Com-
munity Foundation for San Benito 
County for this purpose.  The 
committee also reviewed the an-
nual cocktail party event, making 
notes for next year and are proud 
to say that plans are already under 
way for next year’s event. 

 The Promotion Committee 
was happy with decorations along 
San Benito Street during the High 
School’s Homecoming Parade and 
determined that an effort should 
be made again next year to show 
our true “Baler Spirit”. The list of 
members for the 2010 Member-
ship Directory has been submitted 
to Schipper Design, and after a 
final proof, the brochure will be 
ready by January. Charming Chairs 
is scheduled for April 10–24, 2010, 
and Barbara Scott will be the 
Event Chair. The HDA will part-
ner with the San Benito County 
Arts Council and the artists in-
volved with Open Studio as this 
was a very successful partnership 
last year. 

 The Design Committee has 
received funding from the Hollis-
ter Redevelopment Agency and 
has ordered the hanging flower 
baskets for San Benito Street and 
a watering cart. Once the baskets 
are in place, HOPE Services will 
maintain the plants on a daily ba-
sis.  

 The Economic Restructuring 
Committee received notification 
from COG that the transfer of San 
Benito Street is moving on sched-
ule for the fall of 2010. Pedestrian 
friendly railroad crossings within 
the City of Hollister are also being 
supported by COG. A partnership 
between Economic Development 
Corporation, Workforce Develop-
ment, HDA, and RDA has been 
formed to create a 24 page bro-
chure to help stimulate economic 
development in Hollister, with a 
portion of the brochure dedicated 
to downtown. The plan is to print 
10,000 copies for distribution. 

 The PBID Steering Committee 
has established boundaries for the 
district and are working to set the 
budget between $125,000 and 
$150,000.  

Revitalizing Historic 

Downtown Hollister 

to be the hub of social 

and economic activity 

in our community 

455 San Benito Street 

Suite 21 

Hollister, CA 95023 

(831) 636-8406  

Fax (831) 636-5909 

For more information 

visit our website at 

downtownhollister.org 

Thank You for  
Supporting 
our Events! 

Merchants Opened during Celebration, Catering to Customers–
Clockwise: The Elegant Touch–all hands on deck to serve 
sweets on Candy Cane Lane; Serene Home–Elena Hernandez en-
joys a friendly transaction with customer Bill Heidrich; Mars 
Hill Coffeehouse–customers formed a line out the door as Dar-
rin Locsin prepared warm drinks; Penny Wise Drug–Aurelia Bozzo 
(Historical Society Philanthropy Day Nominee) served cookies 

Downtown Club 
Card Key to Savings 
With all the patrons downtown 
for Lights On Celebration, those that 
were shopping in the stores, could 
have received numerous discounts 
with a Downtown Club Card–a 
great gift for any stocking! 

Need to spruce up your home 
before Christmas? Receive a 15% 
discount on paint from Hollister 
Paint Company. They have a color 
for every décor. 

Drapoel–Teezerz is offering a 15% 
discount on clothing for women, 
juniors, and men. Get all your shop-
ping done at one location. 

And lastly, don’t miss a single 
event in the community by signing 
up for a business subscription to 
the Hollister Free Lance for just 
$25.12…such a deal.  

For a complete list of discounts 
available, visit our website: 

www.downtownhollister.org 

Get your 
card for just 

$20 


